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Draft decision submitted by the Chair of Working Group I

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.
Recalling the second sentence of paragraph 2 (a) of Article 18, which requires the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol to take a decision an the detailed requirements of those elements specified in the first sentence of the same paragraph, including specification of the identity of the living modified organisms in question and any unique identification, no later than two years alter the date of entry into force of the Protocol,
Recalling further decision BS-U6 A of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol,

Noting the revised Chair's text contained in the annex to the report of the Open-ended Technical Expert Group an Identification Requirements of Living Modified Organisms Intended for Direct Use as Food or Feed, or for Processing, convened from 16 to 18 March 2005,

Recognizing the potential role of thresholds for adventitious or technically unavoidable presence of authorized living modified organisms as a practical tool for implementing documentation requirements,

Recognizing that, pursuant to Article 2 paragraph 4 of the Protocol, nothing in the Protocol "shall be interpreted as restricting the right of a Party to take action that is more protective of the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity than that called for in this Protocol, provided that such action is consistent with the objective and provisions of this Protocol and is in accordance with that Party's other obligations under international law",

1. Requests Parties to the Protocol and urges other Governments to take measures to ensure the use of a commercial invoice, or an annex to a commercial invoice, or a stand-alone document, or other document required or utilized by existing documentation systems, or documentation as required by domestic regulatory framework as documentation that should accompany living modified organisms that are intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing. Such documentation should allow for easy recognition, transmission, and effective Integration of the Information requirements, with consideration of the use of standard formats;

2. Requests Parties to the Protocol and invites other Governments to submit to the Executive Secretary, not later than six months prior to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol, information an experience gained with the use of documentation referred to in paragraph 1 above, including Information an cost-benefit analyses where possible or appropriate, with a view to the future consideration of a stand-alone document or further harmonization of a documentation format to fulfil the identification requirements, and requests the
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Executive Secretary to compile the information and to prepare a synthesis report for consideration by the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol;

3 (a). Requests Parties to the Protocol and urges other Governments to take measures ensuring that documentation accompanying intentional transboundary movements of LMOs-FFP:

(i)
Clearly identifies that the shipment may contain LMOs-FFP that have been approved in the Party of import;

(ü)
States that the LMOs are not intended for intentional introduction into the environment;

(iii)
Includes the common, scientific and, where available, commercial names of the living modified organisms;

(iv) Includes the unique identifier code of the living modified organisms if registered in the Biosafety Clearing-House, or in the absence of such code, the transformation event code of the living modified organisms;

(v)
Provides the Internet address of the Biosafety Clearing-House for further information;

(vi) Provides the details of a contact point for further information: the exporter and the importer in the supply chain, and/or appropriate authority, when designated by a Government as the contact point;

3 (b). Requests Parties to the Protocol and urges other Governments to take measures ensuring that documentation accompanying intentional transboundary movements known to intentionally contain LMOs-FFP:

(I)
Clearly states that the shipment contains LMOs-FFP and specifies the LMOs that are known to be in the shipment;

(ü)
States that the LMOs are not intended for intentional introduction into the environment;

(iii)
Includes the common, scientific and, where available, commercial names of the living modified organisms;

(iv) Includes the unique identifier code of the living modified organisms if registered in the Biosafety Clearing-House, or in the absence of such code, the transformation event code of the living modified organisms;

(v)
Provides the Internet address of the Biosafety Clearing-House for further information;

(vi) Provides the details of a contact point for further information: the exporter and the importer in the supply chain, and/or appropriate authority, when designated by a Government as the contact point;

4. Notes that thresholds may be adopted or applied on a national basis, by a national authority under its domestic regulatory framework consistent with the objective of the Protocol, for the adventitious or technically unavoidable presence of living modified organisms that have been authorized for the placing on the market as living modified organisms for food, feed, or for processing in that country;

5. Encourages Parties and other Governments to cooperate in exchanging experiences and building capacities in the use and development of easy to use, rapid, reliable and cost-effective sampling and detection techniques for living modified organisms;

6. Decides to review, at its fourth meeting, available sampling and detection techniques, with a view to harmonization, taking into account the work of relevant regional and international organizations with a view to avoid duplication of efforts;
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7. Requests Parties to the Protocol and invites other Governments, regional and international organizations and interested stakeholders, to submit to the Executive Secretary, not later than three months prior to the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol, Information and experience gained with the use of sampling and detection techniques, and requests the Executive Secretary to compile the Information received and to prepare a Synthesis report, including an analysis of existing gaps, for consideration by the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol.

8. Decides to further consider, at its third meeting, the documentation requirements contained in this decision, taking into account experience gained, with a view to further elaboration of detailed requirements;

